
Sheldrake Environmental Center  

2010 -2011 Annual Report  

OUR MISSION 

3ÈÅÌÄÒÁËÅȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ  

and to preserve, protect and enhance local environmental resources. 



Letter from Interim Executive Director  
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Sheldrake Environmental Center has had a remarkably successful year with large 

and small accomplishments happening day in and day out.  Our core activities -  

nature trips, camps and classes for children and composting classes for adults -   

enjoyed excellent attendance.  We are a small, but highly active environmental  

center with a reach that extends to thousands of school children and hundreds of 

families.  Our committed staff and dedicated volunteer pool enable us to deliver our 

mission and share our love for the outdoors with engaged students and                

community-members. 

 

The delight that children get from the sight of squiggly worms in the leaf litter 

or dragonflies buzzing over our pond vastly beats anything they get from an iPod or 

a DVR.  The same goes for the pride that the boy scouts feel when they haul bags of 

trash off the reservoir property during a spring clean-up day. The learning continues 

into adulthood as first-time composters marvel at what they can achieve with   

backyard composting.  These are the kind of day-to-day moments that occur at  

Sheldrake as we serve our mission throughout the year, and I am honored to be a 

part of it.  

 

We cannot do it without your financial support. Sheldrake, like many not-for-profits, 

has had to work even harder in a tough economy to do more with less. As is often 

ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ƘŜƭŘǊŀƪŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀǎέ 

for ways we can expand, extend our programming and become even better. Your 

financial support can help to ensure continuity of our existing programs and see 

that fresh ideas get funding and are delivered to the community. 

 

 

      Holly H. Moskow    

      Interim Executive Director 

 

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ  ÁÂÏÕÔ ÕÓȡ 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÇÏÔ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÓËÉÌÌÓ  
ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔ ÌÉËÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÓÔÓȢȱ 

 

Ȱ)Ô ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ 
 
 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ËÉÄÓ ÁÒÅ  
saying: 
 
Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ 
teaching me so much 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÎÄȢ  ) ÃÁÎȭÔ 
×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÂÁÃËȢȱ 
 
Ȱ9ÏÕ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÔÒÉÐ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅȦȱ      
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)ÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ !×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ  

3ÈÅÌÄÒÁËÅȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁÐ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÃÈÉÌÄͻÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÕÒÉÏÓÉÔÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇÓȢ 7Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ that 
introducing children to nature at an early age can spark a life-long interest, love and respect for the environment. 

 

School Programs for Children  

Sheldrake offers environmental education programs to schools in our       
community to enhance their science curriculums. With our trained              
environmental  educators, students learn about the natural world at three 
local sites: the Larchmont Reservoir ɀ James G. Johnson, Jr. Conservancy 
(home of Sheldrake Environmental Center), Sheldrake River Trails and Dog 
Beach.  This past year we added a fourth site, Ward Acres, in New Rochelle to 
meet the needs of students attending Ward Elementary School.  

During the 2010-2011 school year, 144 programs were provided to schools 
in the community.  During these programs, we delivered 432 hours of         
environmental education to approximately 3,600 students.  One hundred and 
seven of these programs were for the Mamaroneck School District. Before 
each of our outdoor field trips, a naturalist visited the classroom to introduce 
students to the themes of the upcoming program. This helped ensure the 
children were ready to learn from the moment they stepped off the bus at the 
outdoor site. 

 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ .ÁÔÕÒÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 

Summer Ecology ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÔÓ Ô×ÅÌÆÔÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÓ 3ÈÅÌÄÒÁËÅȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ 
afternoon program for children ages 3 to 8.  Thirty-five children attended the 
program, many of whom attended multiple weeks.  Mommy & Me Programs  
are for 3- to 5-year-ÏÌÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÎ ÁÄÕÌÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ρρ ȰÔÉÎÙ 
trekkersȱ attended this program.  Pre-K Nature Programs  are designed for 
older pre-ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȠ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ στ ȰÙÏÕÎÇ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÒÓȱ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄȢ   June 
Mini Camp is a popular pre-school program that bridges the gap between 
the end of pre-school and the beginning of traditional summer camps. This 
year it was offered all four weeks of June and had 44 participants, many     
attending multiple weeks.  Vacation and Holiday Clubs  provided about 46 
school-age children with fun environmental experiences this year when they 
had days off from school.  Birthday Parties  were delivered for nine children 
and attended by more than 135 of their friends.  


