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Big Sit! 2010  

By Scott Mellis 

Br onx River  Sound  Shore Aud ubon  m em b ers and  f r iend s par t icip at ed  in  t h is year ’s “Big Sit !,” a glob al b ird ing event  

o r gan ized  b y Birdwatcher’s Digest and  t he New  Haven  Bir d  Club . Big  Sit ! p ar t icipant s t r y t o  id en t if y as m any species as 

p ossib le f rom  w it h in  a 17-f oot  d iam et er  cir cle over  a 24-hour  p er iod  (t he second  Sund ay o f  Oct ober  annually). 

Ours w as a “sem i-Big Sit !” —sunr ise t o  sunset  on  a d eck over looking Sheld r ake Lake.  

 

Daw n b roke w it h  m ist  r ising  f rom  t he w at er . Canada Geese and  Mallards w er e ap parent . Feeders w ere w ild  w it h  

Am er ican  Go ld f inches in  d r ab  p lum age. A Belt ed  Kingf isher  rat t led  and  a Red -t ailed  Haw k f lew  b y. Ther e w as a 

sense of  m or e b ird s, b ut  where? The sun  rose int o  our  eyes. We w ere sight less, d isor ient ed , d esp erat e. 

 

To  t he rescue cam e Doug Bloom  along w it h  Rosem ary Par andelis. The sun  clim bed  h igher  in  t he sky and , sud den ly, 

Doug exp anded  our  list  b y m or e t han  30 species. High ligh t s over  land  includ ed  f ive species of  Warb ler , and  Rub y-

cr ow ned  and  Go ld en -cr ow ned  Kinglet s. Gr een -w inged  Teal, Wood  Duck, Rud d y Duck, and  Nor t her n  Shoveler  w ere 

seen  on  t he w at er . Finches exp lod ed  t o  cover  f rom  t he f eed ers as a Kest rel soar ed  above. Or lando  Hidalgo  and  

David  Kauf f m an  ar r ived  and  help ed  f ur t her  b uild  t he day’s list . The Kingf isher  ret urned , posing on  a r ock t o  

show  of f  a f ish  he caught  in  h is b ill. Our  last  b ir d  had  Bob  Br eda and  I f lip p ing  f ever ish ly t hrough  Sib ley: “Yes … no  

… yes … t hat ’s it!” A Herr ing Gull! 

 

All in  all, a good  t im e w as had  on  a lovely day. Many t hanks go  t o  Richard  Mont em arano  and  Bob  Bred a f o r  sup erb  

logist ical suppor t . Our  t ally w as 46 sp ecies… rat her  sat isf ying f o r  a “sem i“ ef f or t  f rom  a 17-f oo t  cir cle. Wit h  alm ost  

12 m ont hs t o  p repar e, t h ink of  w hat  w e m ight  accom p lish  next  year . 
 

 
Scott Mellis is a BRSS member and birds from his home overlooking Sheldrake Lake. 

 


